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It is time to reserve your table 

(or seats) for our upcoming 

Monday evening, January 

19, 2009 MLK Holiday Cele-

bration of Macomb County 

at The Royalty House (8201 

Old 13 Mile Road, Warren). 

Our theme is “One Region/

One Dream”.   We have cho-

sen this to be an ongoing 

theme for the next several 

years.  It is an outgrowth of 

last January’s theme, “Where 

Do We Go from Here?”, when 

we challenged ourselves to 

assess where we are at in the 

metropolitan region forty years 

after the death of Dr. King and 

forty years since the formation 

of the Interfaith Center(s) for 

Racial Justice. 

We believe that Dr. King’s 

prophetic vision of the beloved 

community is an indispensable 

starting point for what we 

should be talking about as we 

continue to work to transform 

our society in the 21st cen-

tury.  For in it, he projected a 

new kind of radical revolution 

that would begin the shift 

from a “thing-oriented society 

to a person-oriented society” 

and that would advance the 

humanity of everyone in the 

society, thereby bringing the 

beloved community closer to 

realization. 

It would be a revolution to 

redefine our relationships 

with one another, to the Earth, 

and to the world; to create a 

new society in the places and 

spaces left vacant by the dis-

integration of the old; to offer 

hope, not despair; to say yes 

to life and no to war; and to 

find the courage to love and 

care for the people of the  

2009 MLK Celebration 

“One Dream/One Region?” 

Fall 2008 

Upcoming February 2009 LLL Trip 

  Next February “Listen, 

Learn, & Live” alumni will be 

invited to join members of 

Northwest Unity Baptist 

Church of Detroit in a tour of 

the Charles H. Wright Mu-

seum of African American 

History.  The date for this spe-

cial LLL event has tentatively 

been set for Saturday, Febru-

ary 7, 2009.   

  The plan for the event is that 

after touring the museum par-

ticipants will break bread to-

gether at a local restaurant to 

first share their experiences, 

then hear from The Rev. Dr. 

Oscar King III (Pastor of 

Northwest Unity Baptist 

Church and President of the 

Baptist Pastors of Detroit and 

Vicinity) on the State of De-

troit, and finally to conclude 

with a Q & A session. 

  Rev. Tyron Martin, Pastor of 

Greater Morning Star Mis-

sionary Baptist Church and 

ICRJ Board Member, will 

lead the Macomb Group. 

  The hope for the 7th is to 

bring together 16 to 20 per-

sons from Macomb County 

with 16 to 20 members from   

2009 MLK Celebration Featured Speakers:  Dr. Jim Jacobs, Macomb 

Community College President, and Jay Noren, President, Wayne State University. 



promise and build consensus. 

  Show us the non negotiable WE cannot 

accept.  Help us to avoid pre-judging 

others on the basis of color, religion, race 

and ethnicity. We pray for intellectual 

tolerance, but more especially for emo-

tional tolerance and peace over prejudice. 

  Darling Lord, we pray for an ethic of 

care and an ethic of justice. Let us go 

beyond diversity, beyond tolerance, be-

yond accountability, and 

beyond symbols. Let us 

participate in diversity, 

respect and understand 

each other, have a passion 

for excellence, and revere 

what the symbol is sup-

posed to represent. 

  Let us role model respect 

and balance thereby prov-

ing that our faiths are 

really mercy driven. Take 

us by the hand to tran-

scend our narrow barriers 

of faith and ideological 

loyalties. Let us never be 

selective about justice, 

selective about human dignity, selective 

about human sympathy, or constructive 

accommodation. Lord, let the clean air of 

peace and convergence replace the pollu-

tion of hatred and collision.  

  We pray for the environmental flora and 

fauna—even the stones that You, O Al-

lah, say fall for awe of God. We pray for 

a solution to global warming. Forgives us 

beloved Lord for our ignorance and indif-

ference, insensitivity and narrow hori-

zons.  Assist us in our jihad of under-

standing—a jihad that avoids a clash of 

ignorance, fundamentalisms, terrors, cul-

tures, and civilizations. 

  Help us in our transition from bigotry to 

balance, from marginalization to endur-

ing diversity and from corporate greed to 

selflessness, and transition from spiritual 

hunger to spiritual fullness and ethical 

fitness. 

  We love that we may learn to live and 

we live that me may learn to love. 

  Help us to imagine the change we want 

and to seek and to 

become the dif-

ference we want 

t o  w i t n e s s .        

Help us to take 

the road less trav-

eled. Help us to 

grow and let oth-

ers grow. Help us 

to glow and let 

others glow. Help 

us to share joy, 

find joy, and give 

joy.  Help us to 

find meaning and 

offer meaning. 

  We pray for 

self-renewal. Assist us in drawing cour-

age and inspiration.  Give us courage and 

uplifting presence, Lord, in our quest for 

meaning—let us find our deepest mean-

ing in living purposely, purposefully and 

purposively. 

  We pray for the poor, the voiceless, and 

the helpless.  Make us champions of the 

poor, instruments of peace, unshockable 

and utterly principled. 

  Let us be deeply rooted in our faith tra-

dition and shockingly inclusive. 

  We pray for peace makers in every faith 

tradition. We pray for interpretations of 

 [Imam Achmat Salie has been the lead 

instructor in both the 2007 and 2008 

“Listen, Learn, & Live” (LLL) modules on 

Muslims and Islam.  He is a professor at 

Oakland University, on the staff of The 

Muslim Unity Center, and starting a 

mosque in Sterling Heights.  This prayer 

was first given at a National Day of Prayer 

Service at WSU and was part of his mes-

sage given during our 2008 LLL Site-Visit.] 

 

All praise is due to the God of all—of 

those who affirm and deny Him—the 

God of Adam & Eve—Noah, Abraham 

and Sarah, Moses, Jesus, and Muham-

mad, the Virgin Mary, Fatima and Ai-

shah. 

  All praise to Allah-the Infinite, Abso-

lute, Forgiving, Ever Compassionate, and 

Ever Sustaining. Allah who hears all but 

is the great Unheard.  He sees all but is 

the great Unseen.  He knows all but is the 

great Unknown. He is greater than the 

greatest, holier than the holiest, and sub-

tler than the subtlest. 

  Salutations on the gentle guides of man-

kind, the teachers and prophets, saints 

and scholars. Salutations on the angels 

and those of us who are very, very hu-

man.  We pray for holy understanding 

and constructive dialogue.  Grant us dear-

est Lord, as communities of commitment 

to negotiate a space for the memories and 

stories of others.  Allow us Lord to ac-

knowledge the other—the religious, ra-

cial, cultural, and linguistic other. 

  Sweetest Lord, let us be comfortable 

with ambiguity, complexity, and creative 

paradox, comfortable with our fabulous 

flaws, and creative failures. 

  We thank you Beloved Allah for the 

genius of democracy—the ability to com-

Northwest Unity Baptist 

Church.   Such a mix and 

this number of participants 

will foster good interaction. 

  Those coming from Macomb are encouraged 

to commute together.  Rev. Martin and Greater 

Morning Star have graciously agreed to take 

everyone in their church van.  

 

The schedule for the event will be: 

9 a.m.-Meet at Greater Morning Star 

        (87 Robertson, Mt. Clemens) 

9:15-10 a.m. Travel to Museum 

10 a.m.--Meet up w/ Northwest Unity Church 

10 a.m. to 12 noon—Museum Tour 

12 to 1 p.m.—Lunch 

1 to 1:30 p.m.—State of Detroit Overview 

1:30 to 2:30 p.m.—Q & A Discussion 

2:45 to 3:30 p.m.—Travel Home 

  

  Anyone interested in participating in this 

event that has NOT attended a Listen, Learn, 

& Live module is welcome as long as space 

remains. 

 

For info call (586) 463-3675. 

Imam Achmat Salie’s Prayer 

2/7/09 LLL Event:  AA Museum and State of Detroit 
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“Let us go beyond diversity, 

beyond tolerance, beyond 

accountability, and beyond 

symbols.  Let us participate in 

diversity, respect and understand 

each other, have a passion for 

excellence, and revere what the 

symbol is supposed to represent.” 

Imam Achmat Salie 

The 2009 “Listen, Learn, & Live” (LLL) 

Schedule has been tentatively set.  In-

cluded will be a module offered in the 

daytime, several single date events to 

encourage more participation, and the 

first offering of LLL II for those who 

have already taken one of the introduc-

tory LLL modules.  Several details still 

need to be arranged, however, the basic 

outline is expected to be followed. 

February 2009 

AFRICAN AMERICANS AND THE 

BLACK CHURCH 

 

African American Museum Trip* 

 

March 2009 

JEWS AND JUDAISM 

 

Soul Food Festival/AA Culture* 

 

April 2009 

MUSLIMS AND ISLAM AM 

April 2009 (continued) 

MUSLIMS AND ISLAM PM 

 

April 9th Seder at Beth Tephilath 

Moses, Mt. Clemens* 

 

May 2009 

INDIANS AND SIKHISM 

 

June 2009 

Understanding the Middle East Con-

flict:  A Jewish Perspective* 

 

 

Understanding the Middle East Con-

flict:  A Palestinian Perspective* 

 

Worship, Arab American Museum Trip, 

and  Dinner & Discussion* 

 

July 2009 

Holocaust Memorial, Worship, and 

Dinner & Discussion* 

 

September 2009 

LISTEN, LEARN, & LIVE II 

 

Interfaith Ramadan Dinner at The 

Muslim Unity Center* 

 

November 2009 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service* 

 

* = one date event 

To register on-line go to 

www.icrj.org or call 

(586) 463-3675. 

 

 

 

Board Member, Imam Steve Elturk 

(IONA),  Rev. Gary Facione (Mt. Cal-

vary), and Fr. Gary Schulte (St. Syl-

vester’s).  The Interfaith Covenant will 

be read throughout the service and 

guests will be invited to join in support 

of the covenant. 

ICRJ will be the recipient of the offer-

tory collected at this year’s first-ever 

Clergy from Warren and Center Line 

working with ICRJ Executive Director 

Michail Curro are planning an Inter-

faith Thanksgiving Service on Sunday 

afternoon, November 23 at 3 p.m. at St. 

Edmund’s Catholic Church, Warren. 

A central focus to the Thanksgiving 

Service will be the Interfaith Covenant 

for Freedom, Justice, and Equality co-

written by Rev. Curro, along with ICRJ  

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. 

Those attending are asked to please bring 

non-perishable food items to donate be-

fore the service. 

“One Region/One Dream:  Bridging the Divide thru Education”   

2009 “Listen, Learn, & Live” Schedule 

“Listen, Learn, & Live” 

In this first year of our theme, we will 

focus on Bridging the Divide thru 

Education in creating human-centered 

solutions to our complex problems.  

Featured speakers at the 2009 MLK 

Event will be new college president’s 

Dr. Jim Jacobs, Macomb Commu-

nity College, and Jay Noren, Wayne 

State University. 

Please note that the 2009 MLK Cele-

bration will be held at a new location, 

The Royalty House (8201 Old 13 Mile 

Road, Warren) to accommodate the 

growing size of our annual MLK event. 

Individual seats are $35 and a Table of 

Ten is $250 (a savings of $10 per seat.) 

Event, Table, and Advertisement Spon-

sorships are also available.   To reserve 

your seat, table, sponsorship, and/or ad 

please register on line at 

www.icrj.org or call 

(586) 463-3675. 

(continued from front page) 

world as we love and care for our own 

immediate families.  

Over the course of our next several MLK 

celebrations, we will be asking leader-

ship from a variety of contexts to step 

forward to offer the vision for our region 

under which they and their institutions 

base their decisions when it comes to 

confronting our social, economic, and 

ecological problems. 
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Warren/Center Line 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service  

A Service of Blessing and 

Covenant Together 

Sunday, November 23 at 3 p.m. 

St. Edmund’s (14025 E. 12 Mile, 

Charles H. Wright Museum 

of AA History 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
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