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The early years of the Northeast ICRJ were fi lled 
with direct action/reaction to the intense feeling relating 
to busing, the appearance of KKK activities in the county, 
and the upheaval in churches, schools and individuals as 
people confronted segregation and the new push for civil 
rights. The center engaged in surveying institutions like 
the Community College, local governments, the criminal 
justice system, and media outlets.  When a problem was 
found, ICRJ would then confront the institution with the 
facts, and offer assistance or a push, as needed, to plan 
for appropriate change.  

The Center held a conference on “Busing:  Peace & 
Reconciliation” which led to a commitment from partici-
pants to work for peaceful responses to busing orders and 
desegregation.  At the same time the Media Task Force 
was monitoring The Macomb Dai-
ly and confronted them with how 
their coverage was contributing to 
a rising sense of violence while di-
minishing the presence and contri-
butions of persons of color.  

The Northeast ICRJ also joined 
with other groups to hold what 
would become an annual Brother-
hood Week Celebration to reaffi rm 
our commitment to brotherhood 
in all of our communities, and to 
communicate that commitment to 
our local, county, state and national 
leaders who were invited to attend.  
Some 300 people attended the fi rst 
Brotherhood Luncheon and heard 
Mother Waddles challenge every-
one to “love the hell out of each 
other,” while members were chal-
lenged to sign a pledge “Affi rming 
Open Housing,” a pledge which provided a challenge to 
individuals to get involved in a campaign for open hous-
ing.

When busing cooled down as an issue, the Center 
took on other priorities – open housing, economic dis-
parity, supporting the Farm Workers, and promoting art, 
music and theater refl ecting people of color.  The Media 
Task Force commenced monitoring of Channel 7.  The 
purpose was to assert our rights as citizen to have some 
input into the programming policies of the TV station un-
der the regulations of the Federal Communications Com-
mission.  Channels 2 and 4 had already been monitored. 

Throughout the 1970s the Northeast Interfaith Cen-
ter for Racial Justice continued to work on a variety of 
issues including education, welfare rights, helping to in-
form voters about candidate’s positions on issues through 
the Suburban Alliance, and conducting education pro-
grams in churches.  There was continued monitoring of 
the media, and a close look at how communities were 
spending Community Block Grant money, and insurance 
redlining.  The Center continued sponsoring the annual 
Brotherhood Celebration, and began a series of Barn 
Theater fundraisers.  

At the end of 1976, it was starting to become appar-
ent that the mood of the country had shifted with regards 
to the fi ght to racial justice.  Because of some successes 
legally and legislatively in the fi ght for civil rights, some 
began to wonder if it was still necessary to continue pro-
grams like the Interfaith Centers; for example, funding 
sources starting moving on to other programs and priori-
ties.  The local Action Centers, including the Northeast 
Center were informed by the central organization that 

they could no longer offer the fi -
nancial support they had in the past.  
Although up to this point in its his-
tory the Northeast ICRJ had never 
actually managed to raise its entire 
budget, it launched a fundraising 
campaign and continued its work.

In 1977 the center undertook a 
court watching program in Macomb 
County Courts.  The purpose was to 
provide an opportunity for citizens 
to become acquainted with courts 
within the criminal justice system; 
to obtain and compile information 
pertaining to actual court function-
ing; and, to develop an appreciation 
for understanding of the function-
ing of the Macomb County criminal 
justice system.

In May 1977, after seven and a 
half years as Director of the Northeast ICRJ, Rev. Lee 
Tyler resigned to take another position.  He was replaced 
by Sharon Gire who continued many of the projects be-
gun under Rev. Tyler.  One new effort that was started 
was the Green Circle program.  The Green Circle pro-
gram gave children a framework for identifying what it 
feels like to be included and excluded; and helped them 
to project those feelings onto others; and helped them to 
develop skills at including others into their “circle.”      

Julie Matuzak became Director in 1984, and during 
that time the Northeast ICRJ was experiencing declining 
membership both with organizations and individuals.  

In 2001, vandals spray-
painted Swastikas and 
white-power slogans around 
Clinton Township.  The 
vandals struck several homes 
and public locations over 
the course of New Year’s 
week. The Interfaith Center 
for Racial Justice quickly 
condemned this hateful van-
dalism and helped to heal the 
community in its wake. 

Precursor to the Annual MLK Day Celebration
On January 15, 1975, the Center urged the obser-

vance of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  The 
Director of the Center, Rev. Lee Tyler, was a guest speak-
er at the Army TACOM program.  

...Some 300 people 
attended the fi rst 

Brotherhood Lun-
cheon and heard 
Mother Waddles 

challenge everyone to 

“love the      
hell out of each 

other.”  
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The parent organization, the Interfaith Centers for 
Racial Justice, also struggling fi nancially, decided to 
disband.  At that time there were only two local centers 
operating – the Grosse Pointe Center, although they had 
earlier withdrawn from the parent organization, and the 
Northeast Center.  

The Northeast Center then took over what remained 
of the central organization and dropped the “Northeast” 
from its name, becoming the Interfaith Center for Racial 
Justice.  The times had changed and fi ghting for racial 
justice was not seen as a priority.  During the 1980s the 
individual became the center of everything, and racial 
justice issues and collective action were seen as out of 
fashion.  Funding was diffi cult to come by, but the ICRJ 
conducted fundraising with an annual raffl e and other 
events.  Eventually, after much discussion, the ICRJ 
started a bingo.  The bingo provided, and continues to 
provide to this day, a source of funding that allows the 
ICRJ to continue working in Macomb on issues of racial 
justice and human rights.  

The ICRJ worked in cooperation with organizations 

like the National Roundtable of Christians and Jews, the 
Coordinating Council on Human Relations and New De-
troit.  The ICRJ  helped to sponsor a City/Suburban High 
School Conference for youth, held a Bi-Racial Family 
Support Group, sponsored celebrations of Rev. Martin 
Luther King’s life and legacy in 
local churches and school, and 
coordinated the fi ght in Macomb 
County against an initiative to cre-
ate a death penalty in Michigan.  In 
addition, ICRJ expanded the Green 
Circle program by partnering with 
the Macomb County Head Start 
program and purchased the mate-
rials for every Head Start Class-
room. The ICRJ trained the teach-
ers, aides and volunteers on how to 
use the program.

In 1987 there was an incident in the Lake Shore 
school district involving material presented by a teacher 
in a classroom that some in the African American com-

munity found offensive.  While the school district dealt 
with the offi cial procedures, the ICRJ saw the need for a 
moderator to help facilitate a much larger discussion be-
tween the school district and the small, but historic, Afri-
can American community in St. Clair Shores.  The ICRJ 

offered its services, and for eight 
weeks over the summer.  Com-
munity members met with school 
offi cials, school board members 
and representatives of the teach-
er’s union to reach an under-
standing of what it was like to be 
African-American and attend the 
almost all-white schools.  It lead 
to the district forming an on-going 
group, The Lake Shore Advisory 
Committee for Intra Cultural Un-

derstanding,  to deal with problems, promote cultural and 
racial awareness, and look at text-book selection and re-
cruitment procedures for new hires.  The committee met 
on a regular basis until 1996. 

The annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Cel-
ebration of Macomb County was started in 1987 after the 
creation of the national holiday.  It was important to the 
ICRJ that this be celebrated as a national holiday, and 
not just be seen as a holiday to only be celebrated in the 
African American community.  It was also important that 
the dinner be a commitment to continue Dr. King’s work.  
The fi rst dinner served as a fundraiser, and the goal was 
to provide library materials about Dr. King and the civil 
rights movement for every school library – elementary, 
middle and high school, both public and private – in the 
county.  It took most of the fi rst ten years, but the goal 
was accomplished.

During the 1990s, under a number of different Di-
rectors including Curtis Davenport, Mary Hacket, and 
primarily Cindy Melitz, the center focused signifi cant 
resources on programming aimed at young people.  Any-
town, USA was a week-long summer camp that brought 
kids from the city and suburbs together and focused 
on leadership, cooperation and diversity issues.  It was 
sponsored by NCCJ and the ICRJ sponsored high school 
students to attend this camp and provided adult leaders 
as well.

In addition to the annual MLK Celebration, the ICRJ 
celebrated Dr. King’s birthday and Black History Month 
by visiting classrooms and presenting a program high-
lighting Dr. King’s life and the beginnings of the Civil 
Rights Movement.  It was provided free of charge to 
fourth and fi fth grade classrooms in Macomb County.   
This was later replaced with The Patches of Miss Harriet 
Tubman’s Quilt, a one-woman theater experience by Eva 
Black provided to Macomb County schools and 

The meeting minutes 
from the August 1987 
meeting of the Lake 
Shore Advisory Com-
mittee for Interracial 
Understanding. 
The Lake Shore Ad-
visory committee was 
established by the Lake 
Shore school district 
as a result of efforts by 
the Interfaith Center 
for Racial Justice after 
an incident in the Lake 
Shore School District.

The group, which in-
cluded members of the 
Interfaith Center for 
Racial Justice, helped 
adopt new recruiting 
procedures for new 
hires, develop new 
textbook procurement 
standards and promote 
racial and cultural 
awareness. It met on 
a regular basis until 
1996.

“The annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday Celebration 
started in 1987.  It was impor-
tant to the ICRJ that this be 

celebrated as a national holiday, 
and not just be seen as a holi-

day to only be celebrated in the 
African American community.”
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funded with the proceeds from the annual King Din-
ner Celebration.  The Green Circle Program continued 
with presentations to schools, community summer camps 
and vacation bible programs.   

Also created in the last decade were Passport Amer-
ica, the Macomb Mosaic, and the Macomb Kindness 
& Justice Challenge.  Passport America was a unique 
weekend camp aimed a middle school youth and was 
designed with a two-fold purpose:  increasing young 
people’s knowledge and understanding of a group in 
America other than their own; and providing them with 
an opportunity to have positive experiences with other 
racial and ethnic groups.

Macomb Mosaic was a celebration of diversity in 
our community.  It was aimed at building greater under-
standing, respect and appreciation for the diversity of 
backgrounds and experiences that the people of Macomb 
County offer.  Macomb Mosaic had two parts; the fi rst 
was a morning of workshops for high school students 
and adults interested in exploring cultural issues, and the 
second was an International Festival for the community 
with celebratory atmosphere.

The Macomb Kindness & Justice Challenge was a 
program giving students encouragement and incentives 
to learn about and practice character-building virtues 
and perform acts of kindness (helping others) and justice 
(standing up for what is right) as a way of carrying out 
the legacy of Dr. King.

After more than ten years as ICRJ Director, Cindy 
Melitz resigned in September 2001.  She was followed 
in the early 2000’s by three directors serving for only a 
short-time each:  Belinda Howard, Kimberly Minter, 
and Crystal Bell.  During these years ICRJ continued the 
annual MLK Celebration and The Patches of Miss Harriet 
Tubman’s Quilt while continuing its legacy of fi ghting for 
racial justice by expanding the focus to include many of 
the ethnic and religious groups that have made Macomb 

County their home.  For example, after the terrible tragedy 
of 9/11 the Center hosted a community forum including 
religious leaders from many traditions including Islam.  

In August 2006 the Rev. Michail T. Curro was 
hired as ICRJ Director.  During his short tenure, the ICRJ 
hosted its 20th Annual MLK Holiday Celebration and 
fully developed and implemented the “Listen, Learn, & 
Live” program—a unique opportunity for people to learn 
about different cultures and faith traditions.  The inaugu-
ral season of “Listen, Learn & Live” programming was 
very well received.  In this program, participants spend 
four sessions exploring the concept of culture, learn-
ing about a specifi c ethnic community (for example, in 
2007 Muslim, Chaldean, Jewish, and African American) 
and then visiting a worship service, enjoying fellowship 
with, and listening to members of the partner congre-
gation in hopes of better understanding one’s Macomb 

County neighbors.
Over the past summer ICRJ’s offi ce location was 

moved from Warren to Mount Clemens, ICRJ’s member-
ship was expanded, and a new board of directors was 
created to help lead the ICRJ into the future.  During fall 
2007 a Macomb/Detroit Multicultural Youth Conference:  
Paving the Path to Equality was organized as a precursor 
to the 21st Annual MLK Holiday Celebration.  A sec-
ond youth conference is planned for spring 2008.  Both 
youth conferences involve a service project to further 
help youth from all over Macomb County and the City of 
Detroit get to know one another in hopes of bridging the 
gap between the suburbs and the city.  And this February 
through June 2008 fi ve “Listen, Learn, & Live” modules 
will be offered with local congregations agreeing to host 
each module.  (See pages 12-19)  

After forty (40) years of history, 38 here in Macomb 
County, the Interfaith Centers for Racial Justice remains 
a multiracial and interfaith organization whose purpose 
is to bring about constructive change in racial and eth-
nic attitudes and behaviors.  The ICRJ however, as Mr. 
Rosenthal stated in 1968, is not a catch-all organization; 
it cannot take on every facet involved in improving race 
or cultural relations.  The ICRJ must continue to partner 
with the NAACP, the Michigan Roundtable for Diversity 
and Inclusion, New Detroit, and other like organizations 
in hopes of invoking a community of respect and justice.  
ICRJ asserts that the Law of our country has failed to cre-
ate a just society.  More importantly, ICRJ believes that 
meaningful laws are written on the heart rather than on 
paper.  Therefore, the ICRJ continues forward today in 
its efforts to change hearts and minds.  

Participants 
listen to a 
presentation 
during a May 
2006 “Listen, 
Learn and 
Live” session 
at the Mount 
Clemens Pub-
lic Library. 

The “Listen, 
Learn and 
Live” module 
was on African 
Americans 
and the Black 
Church in 
America. 

I n t e r f a i t h  A c t i o n  C e n t e r s
1969 – 1970

Central City – Director:  James Hood
Dearborn – (Western Suburbs) Director:  Peter Pil lsbury

Grosse Pte. Center – Director:   Raymond Unks
Northeast Area (South Macomb) – in formation
Northwest Detroit – Director:  Clifford Schrupp

North Woodward – Director:  Jay Bollman
North Suburbs – (Birmingham, et al.) in formation

Southfield – in formation
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